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Supporting the Work of the University 
As we learn more about the reaffirmation of accreditation each week in The
Road to State’s Reaffirmation 2025, we will examine how select elements of
West Virginia State University campus life and culture interact with the
Assurance Argument. This week let us explore the organizations that help
support the work of WVSU.

West Virginia State University has a multi-faceted structure in place that
helps support the comprehensive mission of the University, which includes
teaching and learning, research, and service. The University, central to this
structure, strives to serve the public good based on the original tenants of
providing educational opportunities consistent with the Second Morrill Act of
1890.  

Beginning in 1891, this institution was established as a high school and
vocational training institution, with roots in agriculture and mechanical arts.
From this beginning, as a land-grant school and Historically Black College or
University, WVSU has grown into a comprehensive, doctoral granting
University that has a vital role in the education of all who choose to enroll as
students as well as to the citizens of the state of West Virginia.  

Research is a vital part of who we are as a University. In 1991, the WVSU
Research and Development Corporation was established as a non-profit entity
to manage and administer grants and other external funding for research and
public service. The federal and state funding WVSU receives as a Land-grant
University is administered by the Corporation. This separate fiscal entity is an
integral part of supporting the research portion of WVSU’s mission. The
Corporation supports both dedicated researchers as well as WVSU faculty
members engaged in agriculture-related research. Students have opportunities
to work directly with these researchers and faculty members from the time
when they first arrive at WVSU. The hands-on experience these student
researchers have access to is second to none, and is directly supported by the
activities of the Corporation.

West Virginia State University Extension Service is another vital area
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supported by the Corporation. The ability for WVSU to fulfill its mission
related to teaching and research is enhanced by the activities of the Extension
Service. With programs focusing on 4-H youth development, agriculture and
natural resources, community vitality and economic development, family and
consumer sciences, and healthy grandfamilies, WVSU Extension Service has
a presence in every county of the state. These efforts reach people of all ages,
bringing the researched-based knowledge of university experts to people
throughout West Virginia. 

Another organization that works to support the work of the University is the
WVSU Foundation. The Foundation was established in 1959 to receive and
manage charitable contributions for the university’s benefit. The staff of the
WVSU Foundation is committed to strengthening alumni and donor
relationships. Through the work of the Foundation, annual fundraising
campaigns are conducted as well as comprehensive capital campaigns.
Priorities for fundraising by the Foundation are established in consultation
with WVSU. Major areas of benefit include support for scholarships,
academic programming, athletics, and physical facilities. Through their
fundraising efforts, the Foundation is active in supporting all aspects of the
WVSU mission--teaching, research, and service.  

West Virginia State University, with the support of the WVSU Research and
Development Corporation and the Foundation, has the structure in place that
allows us to maximize the use of the resources we have to carry us into the
future.

​For more information about The Road to State’s Reaffirmation 2025 , please
click here to discover in-depth information about the process and more!

For questions or comments regarding the University’s reaffirmation of
accreditation process, please send all inquiries and information to

academicaffairs@wvstateu.edu or call (304) 766-3189.
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