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General Education Curriculum
As we learn more about the reaffirmation of accreditation each week in The
Road to State’s Reaffirmation 2025, we will examine how select elements of
West Virginia State University (WVSU) campus life and culture interact with
the Assurance Argument. It is essential that the University’s general
education program is appropriate to the mission, educational offerings and the
degree levels of the institution. Therefore, let us briefly examine important
learning objectives every State student should know.

The philosophy behind the General Education (GE) Core Curriculum at
WVSU, with its origins as a historically black college and its current student
population of traditional and non-traditional students, was created using
Bloom’s outline (a commonly used learning model) of student progress from
knowledge, comprehension, and application to analysis, synthesis, and
evaluation. Courses in each of the three matrices are designed to focus on
the four essential graduation competencies: 1. Knowledge of human cultures
and the physical and natural world. 2. Intellectual and practical skills needed
to engage in the 21st-century challenges. 3. Personal and social responsibility.
4. Integrative and applied learning.

The GE curriculum is divided into two tiers. The Tier I parts of the
curriculum function as foundational skills in written and oral communication,
mathematical reasoning, and scientific reasoning. In the courses for written
and oral communication, students are asked to investigate one or more topics
and report their findings in a paper or speech. Organizing the information for
a paper or speech requires analysis. Mathematics courses provide skills in
quantitative reasoning and analysis of data. Courses in scientific reasoning
introduce the scientific method as a way of understanding the world and
include courses in both natural sciences and social sciences.

Tier I also includes the First Year Experience course, which is designed to
help students develop the skills needed to be successful at WVSU and
beyond. Prior to the start of the course, students take a pre-test and then take
the same test at the end of the course to assess their progress. Course content
includes developing college-level reading and study skills, career and major
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exploration, managing time and money wisely, building connections with
faculty and students, awareness of campus and community resources, and
increasing sensitivity to other cultures so students can effectively interact in a
rapidly changing, diverse, and global community. 

Tier II includes more advanced areas of study. The courses in Tier II build on
the foundational skills acquired in Tier I to understand concepts from various
disciplines, gather information (through research papers, lab experiments,
and/or projects) relevant to those disciplines, and analyze the information in
support of a thesis or conclusion. Tier II includes arts, humanities,
international perspectives, history, social sciences, wellness, and natural
science. This tier allows for knowledge from tier I courses and foundational
discipline-specific courses to be further applied and synthesized to meet the
essential graduation competencies around which the General Education
Curriculum is built.   

The WVSU General Education Curriculum was substantially updated in
2016. Since the last major revision, individual faculty members have made
changes in course materials and/or instructional materials to help students
achieve course outcomes more fully, for example by selecting more relatable
readings and new supplementary materials. Since 2016, a few courses have
been added in Tier II. Additionally, a social science reasoning course has
been added to Tier I as a scientific reasoning. These additions make it easier
for students to connect the General Education outcomes to program learning
outcomes in their majors.

Much of the Tier II General Education curriculum is designed to equip the
University’s students “to meet the economic and social needs of the state,
region, and nation, and contribute solutions to complex global
challenges.” Course work in the arts and in the humanities promotes
sensitivity to context and creative problem-solving. Courses in the
international perspectives category ensure that students have a perspective
that transcends local concerns, which is especially important in a state where
many students do not have financial resources to support international travel.
World and American history courses require that students situate issues in the
events and movements of the past, which can help them make better
judgments about future decisions. Natural and social sciences course work
promotes clear analysis of factors that shape the world. Wellness courses
support balanced life choices within a successful life. All these courses
expose students to topics that will serve as a foundation for lifelong learning,
adaptability, and resilience.

Students who have successfully completed the General Education curriculum
have pursued study in many different disciplines, representing several
different modes of inquiry. The courses approved for these categories have
outcomes that require students to practice the specific modes of inquiry
appropriate to that discipline. For example, students in arts courses engage in
producing creative work; students in scientific reasoning/natural sciences
courses perform laboratory procedures/experiments and/or direct observation
of nature; students in history courses investigate primary and secondary



documents.

WVSU continues to follow a modified version of the American Association
of Colleges and Universities’ (AACU) outcomes, which form the Essential
Graduation Competencies used as university-wide objectives. The list
includes knowledge of human cultures and the physical and natural world;
intellectual and practical skills needed to engage in 21st century challenges;
personal and social responsibility; and integrative and applied learning. 

For more information about The Road to State’s Reaffirmation 2025 , please
click here to discover in-depth information about the process and more!

For questions or comments regarding the University’s reaffirmation of
accreditation process, please send all inquiries and information to

academicaffairs@wvstateu.edu or call (304) 766-3189.
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