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Assumed Practices: Integrity
As we learn more about the reaffirmation of accreditation each week in The
Road to State’s Reaffirmation 2025, we will examine how select elements of
West Virginia State University campus life and culture interact with the
Assurance Argument. This week’s topic will focus on Assumed Practices:
Integrity. Because institutions are assumed to be adhering to the Assumed
Practices on an ongoing basis, peer review teams will not review their
compliance with these requirements during the site visit. Therefore, it is a
good idea to review the Assumed Practices.

The first group of Assumed Practices focuses on integrity, ethics, and
responsible conduct. Several of the assumed practices in this Group A refer to
the responsibilities of the Board of Governors (BOG). The BOG has
responsibility to avoid conflicts of interest and always to act in the best
interest of the University, which is covered by BOG Policy #22. The BOG
must have some public members. In fact, as the BOG website shows, all nine
members of the BOG appointed by the Governor of West Virginia are public
members. The BOG has the authority to approve the University’s budget and
hire its President. The BOG grants final approval of the budget, and BOG
Policy #61 covers the BOG’s role in employing and evaluating the President.
It also establishes that the President, not the BOG, is responsible for the day-
to-day operation of the University. The BOG is trained and knowledgeable.
Every year, the BOG holds a retreat in which new board members are sworn
in and trained on the responsibilities of being a board member. 

Other areas in Group A include student complaint procedures. These
procedures are well documented on the University’s website on the Student
Advocacy webpage https://wvstateu.edu/students/current-students/student-
advocacy/. Student rights and responsibilities are also described in BOG
Policy #23. 

Finally, one important item in Group A centers on accreditation itself. The
University must clearly display its current accreditation status, which it does
on the University’s Accreditation webpage
https://wvstateu.edu/academics/accreditation/
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For more information about The Road to State’s Reaffirmation 2025 , please
click here to discover in-depth information about the process and more!

For questions or comments regarding the University’s reaffirmation of
accreditation process, please send all inquiries and information to

academicaffairs@wvstateu.edu or call (304) 766-3189.
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