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LIBRARY COMMITTEE MEETINGS: FOR RECENT CALENDAR YEAR 2016 
1 - Friday, February 19, 2016, 11:00 a.m.  
2 - Thursday, March 10, 2016, 11:00 a.m. 


HIGHLIGHTS: SELECT ACHIEVEMENTS  FROM ACADEMIC YEAR 2015 - 2016 
At this time, I want to highlight the continued success in the placement of the Writing Center within The University Library which first began in the fall of 2014. Since that time, both the staff of the Center and the Library has provided students added academic support and knowledge to reach more students at varied times and to continuously serve them appropriately.  To aid in the appeal of the Writing Center, new furniture was purchased.  This gave students comfort and a complete spectrum of stylish, functional, furniture for group study and collaboration.
Secondly, I want to highlight the success with the University Library’s participation in a national program called Assessment in Action (AiA).  West Virginia State University is one of a select number of colleges in the nation that has the privilege to participate in this project funded by the IMLS, AIR, & the Association of Public and Land Grant Institutions.
Overall goal of the program was to address the needs of promoting the value of academic libraries and a campus wide culture of assessment by building a community of best practices in the library profession.  I, as one of seventy-three team leaders, was selected by the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) to guide an assessment project in our Library that helps the profession better demonstrate the impact that academic library instruction has on college student success.  The research tool used at WVSU has been approved by WVSU’s IRB, assuring that personal information is protected while conducting assessments and disseminating results.   We are utilizing best practices to support your faculty roles in assessing collegiate-level learning outcomes appropriate to the rigor and breadth of the degrees awarded by the institution.   The results of this action-learning project were presented in June 2015 at the American Library Association Annual Conference in San Francisco, CA.
From March 2014-June 2015, West Virginia State University’s Library leveraged its information literacy instruction to promote first-year students' progress toward a General Education Common Learning Objective, through a faculty collaboration that integrated library instruction into a Freshman Experience course. An indirect-assessment (pre- and post-test) measured how students perceived the learning experience. Students’ responses provided information that demonstrates how students perceive their ability to locate information changed, as a result of learning during this one (50-minute) session of the course. 
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HIGHLIGHTS: IMPORTANT UPCOMING LIBRARY COMMITTEE INITIATIVES TO WORK TOWARDS
The Library Committee is leading the development of our University’s first Friends of the University Library group.  This student centered programming effort will strengthen the competencies of students by broadening exposure to opportunities for the creation of data-informed advocacy. To introduce data-informed advocacy means that the Library Committee will utilize resources from United for Libraries Association of the Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends and Foundations, a division of the American Library Association. The goal is to move the Library to center stage on the campus and in the greater Charleston-Huntington Metropolitan Areas. Program goals this upcoming fiscal year include:
· Host student centered Lunch and Learn seminars.  Topics may include:
· Technology leadership that introduces them to new technology innovations in the classroom; 
· Talks from Alumni
· Panel discussions
· State Talks
· Implementing workshops having the mission of preparing students for composing lesson plans and teaching materials that supports a STEM curriculum. FOL will expose students to NASA traveling exhibits.
· Collaborate with Extension Services to expand knowledge of new and developing agriculture developments and applications, i.e. urban farming, sustainable farming, etc., in identifying stakeholders and community support at all levels;
· Incorporating diversity seminars in the University Library educating faculty and students on serving citizens with low vision, no vision, and with physical disabilities.  This effort would be a collaborative one with the University Library, the West Virginia Library Commission, and West Virginia Federation of the Blind;
· On August 16, 1955, Earl Lloyd (April 3, 1928-February 26, 2015) graduated from West Virginia State College with a Bachelor’s of Science in Education.  On August 16—during the University sponsored “Welcome Week”-- the University Library Director with assistance of the Library Committee will begin recruiting participants for hosting a symposium to train athletic professionals in assisting student-athlete development.   The symposium will provide attendees with a toolkit to meet the needs of college athletes in West Virginia. The University Library will present the symposium every February beginning 2017.

A  CONCLUDING STATEMENT 
The committee recommends that our actions are attempts to be realistic and reflect the challenging economic times while at the same time being aspirational, and indicate directions that we think would be most beneficial for research and student learning and for our institution’s growing academic and research programs.  Our priority will be to help our institution respond to the current confronting budget challenges, should conditions change or opportunities arise still we are identifying best practices and promising opportunities for WVSU’s library enhancements to occur within our emerging information and technology environment.     
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Leveraging Information Literacy Instruction to Impact First-Year College Student Success
Willette F. Stinson, Ph.D. — Library Director — West Virginia State University — wstinson@wvstateu.edu OR drstinson1@comcast.net
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RESULTS

Fall of 2014 “Freshman Experience” Course Results: Student Perceptions.

In first.year college students' own thinking about their evel of agreement with the six written statements of the
Freshman Experience Library Orientation Survey (FELOS) (authored by Willette F- Stinson, Ph.D.) that pertain to.
“abilty 1o locate information, they used the survey 1o rate their perceptions of their abilty o locate information

as follows:

First-Year Student FELOS Data, of Students' Perceptions of Their Ability to Locate Information
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Conclusions

*+ Information Leracy Instruction could improve students' locating-ofinformation by,
demonsirated by the statstically significant cifference between students' pre- and
postinsiruction perceptons.

+ Students'self-percepions on their locating-of-information abilty were all mproved
significantly afte the nsiruction

Implications

Students'learning experience connects direcly o a General Education Currculum
‘Common Learning Objecive, Stating students will-Demonsiraie thei use of he college
library and olher résources and 00is for abiaining informaton.” This pilot ludy’s
insiittional alignmen supports our future plan to design a more formal assessment,
providing more qualiatve data than our Freshman Experionce Library Orientation Survey
(FELOS)

[Recommendations

Addional. s pe stuys vidonce el ho lar n posiion fr markeing, a5 Rogalado
2003) remari, tha, “the lbary is more tha just a place for studying or becoming
nformation ferate It s a crucial lement in fosterng a broad-basad and poslive Student
experience. Librarians can provide frstyear students with the competence, confidence, and
Connections they need for @ smooth adjustment o college” (p. 90). A next stop for the Library
Staf s 1 create a new student orientation brochure In collaboration wih Admissions Siaff
We, as ibrarians, recommend that the brochure willnclude a reference to this ‘Assessment
in Acton: Acadernic Libaries and Student Success” project and he value of our university
fbrary: in order 1o help promote studen-centeredness n West Virginia State Universty s
brand identiy. Emphasis on mutual benefit for stakenolders would be essential o the
Success o this fturs plan.
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