WVSU Tobacco Climate
Survey
Wednesday, September 19, 2018
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232
Total Responses
Survey Conducted in 2018: April (at WVSU Health Expo), August and September (sent to all
student/employee emails and conducted survey during lunch hours in the university student
union)
Complete Responses: 232; 165 student (4.7% of total student population); 67 employee
Incentives were offered for participation at times
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Q1: Please select the category that would best describe you.
Answered: 232

Skipped: 0

4.7% of the total student
population responded to
the survey
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Q2: Please select the category that you feel best describes you.
Answered: 232

Skipped: 0

79.31% of respondents do not
currently use tobacco
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Q3: Please choose the ethnicity in which you identify.
Answered: 232
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Skipped: 0

Q5: Please select the designation that you feel would best describe you.
Answered: 232
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Skipped: 0

Q6: Does West Virginia State University (WVSU) currently have a campus
tobacco policy?
Answered: 232

Skipped: 0

Currently our tobacco policy is
not communicated effectively.

There are actually two versions
of the policy in print.
• One version in the student
handbook.
• One version in the faculty
handbook
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Our Current Campus Tobacco Policies
Our campus currently has two tobacco policies listed in the current faculty and student handbooks.
The current tobacco policy listed in the faculty handbook states:
• “West Virginia State University is committed to providing, to the extent possible, a smoke-free environment in all
campus facilities. Smoking of tobacco or other similar products is prohibited inside all buildings and motor vehicles
owned, leased, or otherwise operated by the University. Examples of areas in which smoking is prohibited includes
classrooms, auditoriums, laboratories, libraries, hallways, elevators, lounges, multi-person work areas, waiting rooms,
health center, conference center, indoor athletic facilities, the bookstore, residence halls, and university-owned
vehicles. Faculty housing is excluded”.
While the current tobacco policy listed in the student handbook states:
• “For health and safety reasons, state law prohibits smoking in certain Institution owned buildings. Instructors are
required to enforce this law in classrooms. Smoking is prohibited in all Institution facilities. Smoking is permitted
outdoors farther than twenty (20) feet from all entrances and exits to buildings.”

From this information, we can deduce that the WVSU campus policy prohibits smoking inside any and all WVSU
building and vehicles, as well as prohibits smoking within 20 feet of all entrances and exits.
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Q7: Are there smoking/tobacco
signs posted on campus?
Answered: 232
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Skipped: 0

Q9: Are there designated smoking
areas/shelters on the WVSU campus?

Q10: Are there ashcans or cigarette
disposal containers on campus?
Answered: 232
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Skipped: 0

Q12: Is there litter such as: cigarette
butts, empty tobacco containers and/or
tobacco spit around WVSU's campus?

Q13: Where do you typically see smoking/tobacco use occur on campus?
Answered: 232

Skipped: 0

51.72% of respondents
reported seeing smoking
occur within 10 feet of a
campus building’s
entry/exit.
Shockingly, 3.88%
reported seeing smoking
inside a campus
building!
This suggests the current
policy is ineffective
and/or not enforced.
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Designated Smoking Areas
In the spring of 2018, designated smoking area signs and receptacles were
added to help decrease exposure to second hand smoke.
• Even so, the survey results showed that 51.72% of respondents had
observed smoking occurring within 10 feet of a door with 3.88% reporting
that they observed smoking indoors.
• Also, 66.38% of respondents reported seeing tobacco litter around the
WVSU campus.
This survey was conducted after the designated smoking areas were added
which leads one to believe that they are not currently being utilized
effectively.
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Q14: How often do you come in contact with second hand smoke on the
WVSU campus?
Answered: 232

Skipped: 0

56.47% of respondents
reported regular exposure to
second hand smoke.

With the known health risks
associated with second hand smoke,
this number is far too high!
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Designated Smoking Areas Effectiveness

While having designated areas and regulations is a start, the data shows that on the WVSU
campus the smoking areas are not currently effective at decreasing the exposure to second
hand smoke.
•

56.47% of respondents reported regular exposure to second hand smoke.

•

51.72% of respondents had observed smoking occurring within 10 feet of a door

•

3.88% of respondents reported observing smoking indoors

•

66.38% of respondents reported seeing tobacco litter on campus
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Q15: Does second hand smoke bother you or would you like to avoid it?
Answered: 232

Skipped: 0

77.59% of respondents
reported that second hand
smoke bothered them to some
degree and that they would
like to avoid it!
*When results were filtered
based on current tobacco use
even 33.34% of tobacco users
would prefer to avoid second
hand smoke.*
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Known Dangers of Second Hand Smoke
While the majority of people do not have an immediate reaction to second hand smoke, it is not
healthy at any level of exposure.
• Second hand smoke contains more than 7,000 chemical compounds, many of which are known carcinogens (arsenic,
lead, formaldehyde, benzene, polonium-210).
• Exposure to second hand smoke among nonsmokers is responsible for 7,300 lung cancer deaths and 34,000
cardiovascular deaths annually.
• This is an increased risk of 25 to 30 percent.

While clean indoor air laws do reduce nonsmokers risk of exposure by 28%, it is not enough to
effectively eliminate their risk of exposure (2018, Truth Initiative Fact Sheet).
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Q18: In the last 30 days have you used any tobacco products on the WVSU
campus? (This would include cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, pipes, vapes...)
Answered: 232

Skipped: 0

The majority of respondents had
not used tobacco on campus within
the last 30 days!
When results were filtered for
current tobacco users, 16.67% had
still not used tobacco on campus
within the last 30 days.
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Q19: Please mark all tobacco products you have used on campus in the
last 30 days. (Mark all that apply)(if none please skip)
Answered: 64

Skipped: 168

Currently cigarettes and vaporized
nicotine are the leading tobacco
products used on campus.
Vaporized nicotine, while less harmful
than traditional cigarettes, has not yet
been proven to be “safe” or “unsafe”.
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Q21: Do you think WVSU should offer
tobacco cessation or quit support
services on campus?
Answered: 232
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Skipped: 0

Q22: Would you take advantage of
tobacco cessation or quit support
services if WVSU provided them?

Q17: To what degree do you agree or disagree with the following statement? "It is okay for
a college/university to prohibit smoking on campus if it is necessary to keep second hand
smoke away from other students and faculty."
Answered: 232

Skipped: 0

78.88% of respondents agreed
that a University has the right to
prohibit smoking on campus if
necessary to prevent exposure to
second hand smoke.
When results were filtered for
tobacco use, 47.92% of tobacco
users agreed that a university has
the right to prohibit smoking on
campus.
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Q23: How strongly would you support or oppose WVSU becoming a
tobacco-free campus, if cessation or quit support services were
promoted and/or provided on campus?
Answered: 232

Skipped: 0

76.29% of respondents would
support a tobacco-free campus
policy if cessation services were
offered on campus.

When results were filtered for
tobacco use, 33.34% of tobacco
users reported that they would
support WVSU becoming a tobaccofree campus.
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Request to Draft a 100% Tobacco-Free Campus Policy
Based on the results of this survey, the Tobacco-Free Yellow Jackets request permission to draft a 100%
Tobacco-Free Policy for the WVSU campus.

While we understand and respect that individuals have the right to choose to use tobacco, we also
understand the rights of nontobacco users to avoid any exposure to second hand smoke.
Our goal is to provide a healthy, supportive environment in which all members of the campus
community have the opportunity for optimal health.
Tobacco users will not be targeted, forced to quit or participate in cessation activities; they will just be
prohibited from using on campus grounds.

It is our hope that by providing a healthy and supportive environment tobacco users may feel
confident enough to attempt cessation.
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Q25: How do you prefer to be informed
about new/future campus initiatives?
Answered: 232
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Skipped: 0

Q26: Do you follow the WVSU
Social Media Accounts?

Tobacco-Free Yellow Jackets Info
Based on the feedback on the WVSU Tobacco Climate Survey, most respondents reported
that they would prefer to be notified of information via:
• Campus Email
• WVSU Website
• WVSU Social Media
Please feel free to visit the Tobacco-Free Yellow Jackets at the links below to learn more
about us and to keep up with our current and future events:
• Tobacco-Free Yellow Jackets Webpage
• Tobacco-Free Yellow Jackets “WVSU Breathe Easy” Instagram
@WVSU_Breathe_Easy

Thank you so much for your time!
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