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Degree Program Productivity Report 

Program Code: 

_ECON-0010 

Program Title: 

_Bachelor of Arts in Economics_______________________________________________________ 

Degree Abbreviation (B.A., B.S., M.A . ,M.S., Certificate, etc.): 

  BA______________________________________________________________ 

Department contact person:  

          Name: Frew Hailou – Chair _____________________________________ 

          Phone Number: (304) 766-3057 

          Email: fhailou@WVSTATEU.EDU 
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Data relates only those students and faculty who are explicitly connected with this degree program. 

 

   

 Academic Year 

2017-2018 

Academic Year 

2018-2019 

Academic Year 

2019-2020 

Academic Year 

2020-2021 

Student Enrollment-

Majors 

19 11 13 9 

Graduates 7 11 11 8 

 

 

1. How is the program beneficial to WVSU?       

The Bachelor of Arts in Economics (Program) is important to WVSU for several reasons. The Program is 

internationally accredited by the Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs (ACBSP). ACBSP level 

accreditation requires continual evaluation and improvement of curriculum, learning performance of students, 

faculty development, staff support, and overall Program delivery to ensure students have the foundational 

knowledge and fundamental tools to respond to a constantly changing business and economic environment 

through active engagement in problem solving and decision making using academic knowledge. Program level 

Accreditation through ACBSP strengthens the overall University Accreditation with the Higher Learning 

Commission (HLC) as both are focused on similar goals and stakeholder improvement outcomes. 

Economics is a reputable, standalone discipline.  In addition, many of the courses in the program fulfill the 

foundational requirements of other programs, in particular the Bachelor of Science in Business Administration.  

The Economics program fulfills the statement mission of the University, which is to respond to the educational 

and economic development needs of the state, of which the latter cannot be achieved without an effective 

application of knowledge and skills acquired in economic education. 

Upon successful completion, a student will be able to: 

1. Communicate effectively and articulately in written, oral and electronic form as appropriate for business 

functions  

2. Think critically about business issues, theory and application  

3. Use effective human relationship skills to work in a diverse culture and function positively in a team 

environment  

4. Apply critical thinking skills to identify what information is needed and how to obtain this information 

through appropriate technology, evaluating the quality and relevance of the sources and using the 

information effectively and ethically  

5. Evaluate business problems, gather, manipulate and interpret data, analyze alternatives, decide on most 

effective solution, implement solution and monitor results for continuous improvement  
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2. How is the program central to the institutional mission?     

The WVSU institutional mission reads as follows: “Our mission is to meet the higher education and economic 

development needs of the state and region through innovative teaching and applied research”.   

Faculty in the economics program are active in research.  Recent examples include “The Rise of the Craft Beer 

Industry and its Impact on the WV Economy”, “Assessing the Impact of Evidence Based Programs in Reducing the 

Recidivism Rate in the State Prison System”, and “The Economic Impact of Senate Bill 278 in Kanawha County”, 

otherwise known as the Sunday Brunch Bill.  The latter study was impactful, and frequently cited across the state 

and in the WV Legislature. 

3. Does the program serve a profession with a critical employment shortage in WV or does this field of employment 

experience high turnover?      

The program provides crucial skills that allow graduates to embark on a variety of careers in the private 

sector such as economic, financial, banking, and insurance analysts as well as the public sector such as 

administrators in government agencies and international organizations.  Moreover, the economics program 

offers courses that are part of the foundational requirements for the Bachelor of Science in Business 

Administration. 

As part of a continuous Program improvement approach driven by the specialized, international 

accreditation through the Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs (ACBSP), a concentration in 

Agricultural Economics was formally added to the Program this academic year. Processes for approving this new 

concentration included studies and analysis of market demand for graduates of this concentration.  

4. Is the program closely related to other programs at WVSU?  

 Due to the interrelated nature of certain topics, the Bachelor of Arts in Economics Program (ECON Program) 

is frequently earned as a second degree by students in the closely related, Bachelor of Science in Business 

Administration Program (BSBA Program). The Finance concentration of the BSBA Program concentration is the 

most efficient curriculum match for students desiring to pursue to the ECON Program double major. Each 

academic year, several students enrolled in the Finance concentration, and other concentrations of the BSBA 

Program decide to pursue the double major. The Accounting concentration of the BSBA Program is aligned with 

Professional Standards and legislative regulations that ensure students meet certain coursework requirements in 

order to be academically eligible to sit for professional certifications such as the Certified Public Accounting (CPA) 

Exam. The CPA exam requires that students meet certain education coursework requirements directly related to 

the profession and that they have earned a minimum 150 credit hours to be academically eligible. These 

requirements lead many BSBA Program students to pursue a double major at WVSU from other Academic 

Programs, most commonly Economics. 

5. What is the relationship between Upper Division Enrollment and Graduates? 

The number of graduates is high relative to the number of majors because of the large number of graduates 

who are earning economics as a second degree.  See response to question number 4. 

BA in Economics Upper Division Enrollment and Graduation Rates by Academic Year 

 AY 17-18 AY 18-19 AY 19-20 AY 20-21 

Economics (Junior and Senior status 60-120+ CHs) 17 12 12 6 

Graduates 6 12 11 8 

 35.3% 100% 91.7% 133% 
Students enrolled in both fall and spring terms were counted only once per academic year to arrive at a non-duplicated count of upper-division BA in Economics majors 
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• Additional details that contribute to graduation rates. 

o Course sequencing  

Courses offered in the Bachelor of Arts in Economics Program (Program) are done so with careful 

thought toward efficient use of University resources.  The number of course sections are continually 

evaluated to ensure the minimum number of sections are offered to assist with cost-efficiencies while 

ensuring the diverse modality requirements for both face-to-face and fully online students. One and two-

hundred level Program courses are offered each semester.  Three and Four-hundred level courses are 

offered on a rotating basis, generally once per year. 

o What are the barriers that impact progress to degree, e.g., high fail courses, high number of pre-

requisites, course rotation, etc.?  

Faculty work closely with each other and students to ensure all students who want to complete the 

BA in Economics degree are able to do so.  Course substitutions are considered on a case by case basis.  

o Are academic plans available for undergraduate. 

See Program concentration attachments located at the end of this document – labeled BA in 

Economics Program Degree Maps. 

o Are summer school and/or online course offerings available?  

Summer school and online courses are available for introductory level economics courses.  

o How many credit hours in your program are offered that do not count as a major requirement?    

All courses offered in the program count toward a major requirement. 

o What are your specific plans to improve your degree conversion ratio? Make sure to include how and 

when you plan to track progress (i.e., your evaluation plan)?  

The Program has implemented the following to assist with improving degree conversion: 

 The Registrar’s Office has instituted 60 credit hour progress checks for students to inform them 

of any necessary coursework needing completed before proceeding much beyond their sixtieth 

credit hour. 

 The Program has instituted 90 credit hour checks to help students attain their degrees. Examples 

of items evaluated as part of the 90 credit hour checks include overall coursework Grade Point 

Average, Program subject matter coursework Grade Point Average, credit hours remaining in 

required curriculum, credit hours required to reach the 120 credit hours needed for the degree.  

 

All degree conversion ratio improvement efforts can be assessed annually via comparison of upper-

level enrollment to degrees awarded. Additional University level resources related to retention, 

tracking, and reporting of degree conversion efforts would be extremely beneficial to Program 

efforts. 

 

• Address strengths and/or weaknesses of the program. 

The Bachelor of Arts in Economics Program (Program) is an integral part of the course offerings for the 

Bachelor of Science in Business Administration (BSBA) Program, which historically is one of the largest programs 

at the University. 

o The strengths and efficiencies of the Program result from the consolidated and integrated nature of the 

Program with the BSBA Program.  
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o The Program is internationally accredited by the Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs 

(ACBSP). 

o The Program currently is, and has a strong history of, being central to the institutional mission of West 

Virginia State University.  

o The Program offers fully online courses to support the desire of students for different modalities.  

o Articulation agreements are prioritized by the Program as many of our students transfer to WVSU from 

both two-year and four-year higher education institutions. 

o The Program has been, and currently is, executing goals and strategies outlined in a strategic plan 

developed as part of its Specialized Accreditation with ACBSP that specifically relates to enrollment, 

student advising, student resources, and a renewed a sense of community via industry partnerships.  
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ATTACHMENT – BA in Economics Program Degree Maps
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