
A Freshman First FTX Experience

 If  you were to ask any college student 
on any campus the simple question “How 
did you spend your weekend?” many 
would say they used their weekend to 
relax or hang out with friends. If  you 
asked a Yellow Jacket Battalion Cadet 
the same question after the first weekend 
in November you would get a different 
answer.  The answer would be we 
participated in a FTX.  FTX, also known 
as a Field Training Exercise, is an Army 
ROTC training exercise held at least 
one weekend each semester. The FTX is 
designed to develop our leadership and 
tactical skills that we need in order to 
commission in the United States Army as 
second lieutenants.
 The FTX was a great experience 
for me as a first year Cadet. During the 
land navigation training we were tasked 
to find five points in the woods of  West 
Virginia using the skills we were taught in 
the classroom. We were intermixed with 
Cadets from Marshall which afforded me 
the opportunity to work with two Cadets 
from Marshall.  Up until this point I had 

not worked with any Cadets outside the 
Yellow Jacket Battalion.  We not only 
learned land navigation but we also 
improved our communication skills and the 
ability to work with new people.
 The other emphasis of  the FTX was 
patrol base operations.  Once again this 
allowed us to take the theory from the 
classroom and lab and apply it.  Armed 
with paintball guns, everything was run 
like a real operation. By far my favorite 
moment had to be the night assault, trying 
to keep stealthy while also not trying to 
fall off the side of  a mountain was pretty 

exciting. I also endured waking up to an 
ambush and having to put on my boots 
while being shot at.  It was terrifying but 
provided an adrenaline rush at the same 
time. One thing I noticed is how all the 
procedures I was taught in the classroom, 
like what to say or what to do, came to me 
like second nature when I had to apply 
them.
 All in all, the FTX is not only a 
teaching tool but something Cadets can use 
to develop themselves.  We had to adapt 
to changing situations which ultimately 
prepares us for when we have lead.

Cadets of the Yellow Jacket Battalion 
and Thundering Herd Battalion stand in 
formation waiting to receive mission orders.

Cadets engage the opposition using 
paintballs 

Cadet Arturo Minor pulls security during 
patrol base operations  

By Cadet Dylan Turner



Ranger 

Challenge 

Experience 

Unifies Team
 The Yellow Jacket Battalion competed 
in the annual 4th Brigade U. S. Army 
Cadet Command Ranger Challenge 
competition from October 22-24, 2016 
at Fort Pickett, VA.  The Yellow Jacket 
Battalion fielded a team of  11 Cadets who 
faced off against 40 other teams across 
the region.  The young team consisted of  
Cadets from all Military Science levels with 
only one senior.   
 The completion consisted of  events 
testing the team’s technical, tactical and 
physical skills and abilities.  Some of  
the events were:  knot tying, an obstacle 
course, weapon qualification, and patrol 
base operations.  These events, plus several 
others, were spread over a wide area, so 
that during the course of  the competition 
the team marched a total of  16 miles 
carrying 40 pound rucksacks as they 
moved from event to event.  
 The team improved over last year’s 
competition and was recognized for the 
best rifle marksmanship score and for the 
best execution of  a patrol base.  In the end, 
the team’s success and shared experience 
through physical and mental adversity 
brought members closer together and 
fostered deeper camaraderie as they lay a 
foundation for next year’s competition.

Team on the move

Team displays streamer 
and walking stick awards

One Rope Bridge

RC Team conducts Obstacle Course

RC Team ready for competition



WVSU Homecoming Was a 

Busy Time for the Yellow 

Jacket Battalion

 Homecoming was once again busy 
for the Yellow Jacket Battalion. The 
celebration kicked off with the unveiling of  
a bust of  Major General Charles Rogers 
and the dedication of  the “Wall of  Stars”. 
The wall recognizes the 15 general officers 
that are alumni of  the program. The bust 
and wall are on display in the Wilson 
University Union. Thanks to all of  the 
ROTC Alumni who made this possible.  
 After the ceremony, 10 notable alumni 
were inducted into the ROTC Hall of  
Fame. The ceremony included special 
recognition for those that served in 
Vietnam, who were recognized for their 
service with a pin and certificate presented 
by Brigadier General (Retired) Simms.  
The ROTC Hall of  Fame, located in the 
Ferguson-Lincoln Building, memorializes 
the accomplishments of  over 150 WVSU 
and ROTC alumni, dating back to the 
1940s.
 In addition to the two ceremonies, 
Yellow Jacket Battalion Cadets 
participated in many of  the other events 
of  Homecoming 2016. Miss ROTC (Enya 
Williams) & Mr. ROTC (Dalton Masters) 
were presented during the pageant, parade, 
and football game. Mr. WVSU (Delanta 
Yancey) is also a member of  the football 
team and competed during the game. 
Finally, the ROTC Color Guard led the 
parade and presented the Colors before 
the football game.

President of WVSU Dr. Anthony 
L. Jenkins and MG (Ret) Joseph 
Turner unveil MG Charles 
Rogers Bust

2016 Mr. ROTC Dalton Masters and Miss ROTC Enya Williams

Yellow Jacket Battalion general officers



The Yellow Jacket Battalion was fortunate to have exchange 
student Arturo Minor participate in the ROTC program during 
the fall 2016 semester.  Minor attended WVSU for only one 
semester and returned to his engineering studies at his school in 
Mexico City.  “I wanted to serve in the Army in Mexico, but I am 
too short” says Minor.  He was able to partially fulfill his dream 
to serve by enrolling in Military Science classes while at WVSU.  
Minor participated in all three classes of  the curriculum and the 
Ranger Challenge Team. “Mr. Minor was probably our most 
dedicated Cadet this semester” says Lieutenant Colonel Derrick 
Spears, the Professor of  Military Science.  “Mr. Minor is a man 
of  his word and we could always count on him” he added.  He 
was always eager to participate, which was evident in his Ranger 
Challenge participation.  The Ranger Challenge competition was 
challenging for all of  the Cadets, but Minor displayed intestinal 
fortitude and never quit.  He experienced some firsts while here, 
like firing a weapon and eating a Meal-Ready-To-Eat (MRE).  “He 
brought something special to the program this semester which I 
think the other Cadets saw and I hope it inspires them to be more 
committed in the future”, said Spears.  Minor was recognized at 
the end of  the semester because of  his commitment.  We wish him 
the best as he returns to Mexico.

Cadet Arturo Minor receives the unit coin for excellence

Minor Inspires New 

Level of Commitment

By Cadet Aaron Thompkins

On Friday, September 23, 2016, the Yellow Jacket Battalion 
Ranger Challenge Team visited the West Virginia State Police 
Academy Range in Institute, WV to train on the M9 Pistol. 
The training was conducted in order to improve the team’s 
marksmanship skills in preparation for the Ranger Challenge 
competition later in the semester.  Before firing the weapon, the 
ROTC cadre and several Soldiers from the 3664th Maintenance 
Company conducted refresher training.   The Cadets engaged 
targets at 25 meters utilizing basic marksmanship skills taught in 
ROTC.  

WVSU Ranger 

Challenge Team 

Trains on 9mm Pistol
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 The Yellow Jacket 
Battalion would like to 
welcome Master Sergeant 
Benjamin Lewis as the 
Senior Military Instructor 
(SMI). Master Sergeant 
Lewis joins the program 
from Fort Stewart, GA, 
where he spent time as 
a first sergeant.  Master 
Sergeant Lewis is the 
senior non-commissioned 
officer of  the program and 
is responsible for training 
and developing Cadets 
by leveraging his nearly 
twenty years of  experience 
in the U.S. Army. 

MSG Benjamin Lewis, 
Yellow Jacket Battalion SMI

Yellow Jacket 

Battalion welcomes 

new SMI


