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Please notice that this is West Virginia State University (Institute WV), not West Virginia University (Morgantown 
WV).  These are two un-related institutions. 
 
The WVSU Biotech Program offers a Master's degree in Biotechnology.  We accept applicants twice a year: at the 
start of the Fall semester (typically in mid-August) and at the start of the Spring semester (typically in mid-
January).  We accept all qualified applicants.  However, we can fund only a limited number of assistantships.  You 
do not have write a separate application for a graduate assistantship; we assume that you will want one. 
 
 
 
Deadlines for application: For Spring 2017 admission, the application deadline is  October 15, 2016 
     Spring 2017 classes start January 17, 2017 
 
    For Fall 2017 admission, the application deadline is  March 15, 2017. 
 
 
 
What's the application process? 
 
Look at the Application Checklist.  Follow the instructions.  Note that the WVSU Admissions Office is not the 
primary contact at WVSU.  Send application materials to the correct addresses.  The Biotechnology Graduate 
Program office is housed in the Biology Department.    
 
Send us your completed application.  Do this by the due date.  Although the graduate program does not have an 
on-line application process, you may send application documents either  
 
 A.  electronically, scanned and sent as a pdf to  wilkersf@wvstateu.edu    or  
 
 B.  printed and mailed the old way to  Academic Affairs, attention Graduate Studies 
      101 Ferrell Hall 
      West Virginia State University 
      Box 1000 
      Institute WV 25112-1000 
 
If you want to know if we have received your application materials, contact Dr. Richard Ford, 
fordri@wvstateu.edu   304-766-5742 
 
Soon after the deadline date, the WVSU Biotech Faculty meet and review all applications.  We determine how 
many GTAs and GRAs will be available for incoming students.  Then we make our best decisions from among the 
applicants.  We rarely make decisions before the application deadline date has passed, but we wouldn't rule it out 
for an exceptional applicant. 
 
We will contact you, regardless of the decision.  We will inform you (both via email and on official  WVSU 
stationary) if you have been accepted into the Program and if you have been offered an assistantship.  Details 
such as the amount of the stipend, starting dates for classes, necessary paperwork, etc. will be provided in the 
notification letter.            
 
 



 
What can an applicant do to be most competitive? 
   
Begin the application process early.  Allow plenty of time for lost documents, slow references, complicated visa 
arrangements, etc.  Be proactive in ensuring that your application is complete (see Application Checklist).  An 
incomplete application may not disqualify you, but it significantly hurts your chances.  We get good applicants to 
choose from. 
 
Contact research faculty members.  Find out if there is a faculty member you want to work with, and if that faculty 
member will accept you into his/her laboratory.  All things being equal, a candidate who has already been 
accepted into a research lab will beat one who has not.  Remember: acceptance into the Program does not 
guarantee acceptance into a research lab.  And acceptance into a research lab does not guarantee acceptance 
into the Program.   
  
Although we will consider any applicant with a "strong background in biological sciences and physical sciences", 
we are especially interested in applicants who already possess basic lab skills, and who have an up-to-date 
knowledge of genetics, molecular biology, biochemistry and physiology.      
 
We require official GRE scores and official letters of reference.  In addition, for international applicants we also 
require official TOEFL / IELTS scores and official transcript evaluations.  By "official", we mean scores sent to 
WVSU directly from the organization that awarded the scores (ex. WES or ETS), not sent through the applicant.   
 
Good English is a must!  You  must be able to communicate, both verbally and orally, in reasonably-correct, 
understandable English.  All classroom instruction is in English, your thesis will be in English, and all Biotech 
Graduate students must teach at least two sections.  So you must demonstrate to us that your English is solid.  
Begin by using correct English in all correspondence with WVSU. 

 


