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or associates will be encouraged to make an official missing person 
report to the law enforcement with the pending jurisdiction.  If the 
person is under the age of 18 and is not an emancipated individual 
the Public Safety Department will notify the student’s parent or 
legal guardian immediately after the Public Safety Department has 
determined the student is missing.  

The Public Safety Department will assist the primary investigative 
agency in all ways prescribed by law, if the student is an on- 
campus student the Public Safety Department will open an official 
investigation, and retain status as the primary investigative unit.  
Upon closure of the missing person investigation all parties contacted 
will be notified of the status of the case. 

All students, faculty, and staff have the option of providing 
information in a confidential manner the Public Safety Department 
at West Virginia State University.  All information received will be 
treated in a confidential manner, and identity of the provider will not 
be made public.  

Reporting Criminal Activity: WVSU/KVCTC personnel and 
students are strongly advised and encouraged to report crimes and 
suspicious behavior or activity directly to the Department of Public 
Safety by dialing extension 3353 or 3181 (Work Control Center - 
has 24 hour direct linkage with Campus Police via Radio Network).

Any person, to include members of the community, may also (a) 
report crimes by dialing 911; (b) report incidents to any University 
official (to include Resident Housing personnel); or (c) report 
incidents by personally contacting any member of the Department 
of Public Safety.

Crime Prevention Programs: WVSU/KVCTC has a variety of 
programs designed to enhance the safety and the protection of its 
population and to encourage a commitment to crime prevention.  
Pertinent subject matter is continuously published and disseminated 
campus-wide and to the public at large through pamphlets, leaflets, 



new releases, films and seminars, and during each Orientation.....i.e..:
1. Key Control
2. Property ID/protection
3. Emergency phones
4. Self-protection/safety
5. Room/vehicle protection

Educational Programs: The University offers a variety of 
Educational Awareness programs pertaining to drug/alcohol abuse, 
rape, safety consciousness, protection for women.....etc.  Subject 
matter is available to students and employees through scheduled 
meetings/seminars, at orientation, and campus-wide distribution 
of pamphlets, leaflets, news releases, as well as pertinent articles 
published in the University’s newspaper.....i.e.:

1. Sexual Assault
2. Drug abuse prevention
3. Alcohol abuse prevention
4. Domestic Violence
5. Violence Against Women

Reported Crime Process: Once a crime is reported to one of the 
Campus Security Authorities:

a) Appropriate coordination is made and an investigation is 
initiated.

b) Appropriate assistance to victim is offered/initiated.
c) If appropriate, victim protective measures are activated.
d) Perpetrator, once positively identified,

1. May be subject to arrest and having appropriate 
charges preferred in civil court.

2. May be sanctioned by University Disciplinary 
System, or,

3. Both of the above....one does not preclude the other.



SEX OFFENSE REPORTING PROCEDURE

A.  Reporting the Offense: Victims of sex offenses are strongly 
encouraged to immediately report the incident to one of the below 
listed Security Authorities at the indicated telephone extensions:

Department of Public Safety  3353, 3181 or 911
Student Affairs Office/Judicial Affairs  3140, 5149
Residents Life Office/Residence Hall Director      3037
Human Resources Office (employees) 3155 
Counseling Center                               3168
Military Science (ROTC)         3108
Athletic Director      3238 

  
B.  Preservation of Evidence: The preservation of evidence is the 
key to the successful prosecution of sex offenses either on or off 
campus.  It is therefore imperative that the victim:

1. Cooperate fully by providing specific details of the incident, 
to include identification of perpetrator, if known, and/or a 
full description of the suspect.

2. Do not shower or change articles of clothing.
3. Maintain the crime scene intact by not touching or removing 

any articles or items.
4. Cooperate fully by having a medical examination by a 

physician at a local hospital.

C.  Counseling: Once a sex offense is reported to a security authority, 
immediate coordination with Collegiate Support and Counseling 
Center is established.  A counselor makes contact with the victim 
and provides and/or coordinates required counseling needs, to 
include aid from outside agencies.

D.  Sex Offense Prosecuted-Off Campus: Should the victim 
elect to press civil charges against the perpetrator, the WVSU/
KVCTC Department of Public Safety coordinates the results of the 



investigation  with the Kanawha County Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Office, appropriate charges are filed at Kanawha County Magistrate 
Court, and the matter is resolved through due process of the 
magistrate court.

E.  Sex Offense Prosecution-On Campus: Irregardless of whether 
or not civil charges are preferred, the University has a legal right to 
initiate disciplinary action, if the perpetrator is a student or employee 
of the institution.  Due process, as established by University policy 
and procedures, is under the auspices of an appropriate Hearing 
Board.  The Hearing Board recommends disciplinary sanctions, 
which may include suspension or expulsion for a student or up to 
termination for an employee.

F.  University Commitment: West Virginia State University 
and Kanawha Valley Community and Technical College are each 
committed to ensuring that:

1.  Victim’s academic and living situations will be changed 
upon request if reasonably available.

2.  Accuser and accused have same right (if any) to have 
other present during disciplinary hearing.

3.  Accuser and accused shall be notified of the outcome of a 
campus disciplinary proceeding.

G.  Sex Offender Registry: The West Virginia State Police 
maintains the Sex Offender Registry website which can be accessed 
as reflected below:

	 http://www.wvstatepolice.com/sexoff/WebSearchAction.
cfm
or

	 http://www.wvstatepolice.com
then scroll to Sex Offenders and click



Fire Alert Systems and Detection

Fire:  Any instance of open flame or other burning in a place not 
intended to contain the burning or in an uncontrolled manner.

Fire Related Injury:  Any instance in which a person is injured 
as a result of a fire including an injury sustained from a natural or 
accidental cause while involved in fire control, attempting to rescue, 
or escaping from the danger of the fire.  The term person my include 
students, faculty, staff, firefighters, or any other individual.

Fire Related Death:  Any instance in which a person is killed as a 
result of a fire including death resulting from a natural or accidental 
cause while involved in fire control, attempting rescue, escaping 
from the dangers of a fire, or deaths that occur within one year of 
injuries sustained as a result of the fire.  

Fire Safety System:  Any mechanism or system related to the 
detection of a fire, the warning resulting from a fire, or the control 
of a fire including:  Sprinkler system or other fire extinguishing 
systems.  Fire detection devices, stand alone smoke alarms, devices 
that alert one to the presence  of a fire such as horn bells, or strobe 
lights, smoke control and reduction mechanisms, fire doors, and 
walls that reduce the spread of a fire.

Value of Property Damage:  The estimated value of the loss of 
the structure, and contents in terms of the cost of replacement I n 
like kind and quantity, including contents damaged by fire, related 
damages caused by smoke, water and overhaul, however it does not 
include loss such as business interruption.

Fire Log:  A fire log kept at the Public Safety Department open to 
the public during normal business hours.

Fire Safety:  The West Virginia State University Public Safety and 
Maintenance Staff will annually review the fire systems across the 



campus, recommend upgrades if needed, and conduct repairs if 
problems are identified.

Residence Hall Fire Drills:  Fire Drills are held monthly for each 
residence hall, and a mandatory supervised evacuation is conducted.  
Evacuation route maps are posted in strategic locations throughout 
each residence hall.

Fire Safety Education:  Residence Life policy on fire safety 
prohibits the burning of incense, and candles in individual rooms.   
All open flames are prohibited in residence halls.  There are no 
limits to the number of electrical appliances allowed in each room.  
The Residence Hall policy on evacuation is located in the student 
handbook, and is discussed in Residence Hall meetings.
In case of fire please sound the nearest fire alarm and evacuate the 
building as soon as possible.  

Evacuation procedures are as follows.

Know the emergency routes from your room and hall.

Check to see if your door is hot or has smoke around it, if so stay in 
your room and wait to be evacuated by firefighters.
     
Shut your door tightly when you leave.

Exit the building and follow the directions of staff members.

Do not remain in courtyards or in close proximity to the building.  A 
minimum of 300 feet is recommended.  Stay away from the building 
until the all clear is given.  

If you can use a fire extinguisher without endangering yourself, do 
so.  However if you have concerns about your safety, exit the area.  
Do not engage the fire in any way if you have concerns for your 
personal safety.  



 

 

2009 Fire Statistics 
 

Residence Hall Total 
Fires 

Date/Time of 
Incident 

Cause of Fire Number of injuries 
requiring medical 

treatment 

Number of deaths 
related to fire 

Value of property 
damage caused by 

fire 
Dawson Hall       
Gore Hall       
Prillerman Hall 
(Apartments) 

1 5/25/09 
1132 HRS 

Accidental 0 0 $0 - $99.00 

Sullivan Hall       
Transitional Housing       

 
 

2010 Fire Statistics 
 

Residence Hall Total 
Fires 

Date/Time of 
Incident 

Cause of Fire Number of injuries 
requiring medical 

treatment 

Number of deaths 
related to fire 

Value of property 
damage caused by 

fire 
Dawson Hall       
Gore Hall       
Prillerman Hall 
(Apartments) 

   3        5-25-2010   
       11:30 PM     
 
      10-6-2010 
        9:05 PM    
 
     11-15-2010 
       1:15 PM                          

 
Accidental 
 
 
Accidental 
 
 
Accidental  

 
               0  
 
          
                  0  
 
 
                  0  

 
             0  
 
 
                0  
 
 
                0  

 
        $0 - $99.00 
 
 
        $0 - $99.00 
 
 
        $0 - $99.00 

Sullivan Hall                                             
Transitional Housing       
 
 
 
 
 

2011 Fire Statistics 
 

Residence Hall Total 
Fires 

Date/Time of 
Incident 

Cause of Fire Number of injuries 
requiring medical 

treatment 

Number of deaths 
related to fire 

Value of property 
damage caused by 

fire 
Dawson Hall       
Gore Hall 1 12-5-2011 

9:00am 
Accidental/ 
Electrical 

0 0 $100.00 
499.00 

Prillerman Hall 
(Apartments) 

      

Sullivan Hall       
Transitional Housing       
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2009 Fire Statistics 
 

Residence Hall Total 
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Date/Time of 
Incident 
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Number of deaths 
related to fire 
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damage caused by 
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Dawson Hall       
Gore Hall       
Prillerman Hall 
(Apartments) 

1 5/25/09 
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Accidental 0 0 $0 - $99.00 

Sullivan Hall       
Transitional Housing       
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Residence Hall Total 
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Date/Time of 
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Cause of Fire Number of injuries 
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treatment 
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related to fire 
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Accidental 
 
 
Accidental 
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                  0  

 
             0  
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2011 Fire Statistics 
 

Residence Hall Total 
Fires 

Date/Time of 
Incident 

Cause of Fire Number of injuries 
requiring medical 

treatment 

Number of deaths 
related to fire 

Value of property 
damage caused by 

fire 
Dawson Hall       
Gore Hall 1 12-5-2011 

9:00am 
Accidental/ 
Electrical 

0 0 $100.00 
499.00 

Prillerman Hall 
(Apartments) 

      

Sullivan Hall       
Transitional Housing       
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Fire Safety Inspections:  All fire extinguishers are checked on a 
monthly basis.  Various areas of the campus are inspected daily for 
potential fire hazards.  Health and safety inspections are done each 
semester by the maintenance staff and the Residence Life office.

Below is a list of commonly encountered issues:

• Items stored closer than 18 inches from a sprinkler head.
• Blocking of electrical panels.
• Blocking of egress (exit) pathways.
• Evidence of burning candles, incense, or tobacco products.
• Covering a door with paper or other combustible material.
• Use of electrical wiring, devices, appliances which are modified 

or damaged.
• Use of a portable heater.
• Use of halogen lamp/lighting.
• Any other situation deemed unsafe by staff.

Mass Notification System

The Mass Notification System used at West Virginia State University 
and the Kanawha Valley Community & Technical College broadcasts 
immediate e-mail, text, and voice mail messages to those who have 
chosen to be participate in the program.  Without delay, the Public 
Safety Department will immediately notify the campus community 
upon confirmation of a significant emergency event or dangerous 
situation involving an immediate threat to the health, safety, and 
security occurring on the campus.  Notification will also be forth 
coming if it is determined there is a significant threat to campus from 
an outside source.  Taking into account the safety of the community, 
the University will determine the content of the notification and 
initiate the notification system unless issuing a notification will, in 
the professional judgment of responsible authorities, compromise 
efforts to assist a victim or to contain, respond or otherwise mitigate 
the emergency.  
After initial notification follow ups will be given on a periodical 
basis until the situation is resolved. 



Policy Statement on Mass Notification

Policy Statement:  The West Virginia State University and the 
Kanawha Valley Community & Technical College have established 
guidelines to be used in the mass distribution of emergency alerts 
to students, faculty, and staff that would be affected directly by a 
critical incident which poses an imminent threat to the health, and 
safety of the campus community.

The Department of Public Safety at West Virginia State University 
maintains a subscription to a third party voice and e-mail messaging 
service (WARN) Wide Area Rapid Notification that enables the 
University administrators to create voice and e-mail messages for 
emergency alerts to members of the campus community and send 
them to a list of subscribed phone or wireless device users, as well 
as e-mail accounts.

Voice and e-mail message alerts are one of the elements of the West 
Virginia State University’s comprehensive emergency response 
protocol that provides for rapid notification to students, faculty, and 
staff about situations or events that are occurring on campus and its 
surrounding areas.  

The notification messaging service utilized by West Virginia State 
University and the Kanawha Valley Community & Technical 
College requires users to opt-in to the service by subscribing their 
cell phone or wireless device.  The e-mail component of the program 
is provided automatically when a university or community college 
e-mail address is assigned.

Notifications 

Immediately after sending an emergency alert message the designee 
who created the message shall notify officials of the University 
that the message has been sent and shall describe the rationale for 
activating the WARN system.  The purpose of this communication 
is to ensure that all offices are sharing consistent information and 



not sending any duplicate messages.  The Public Safety Department 
will subsequently coordinate with the appropriate agencies and 
institutional departments in accordance with Emergency Operations 
Plan.  

Once the all clear has been given and the situation is resolved, then 
a formal message will again be sent to advise all of the status of the 
incident.

An electronic record will be maintained via the WARN messaging 
system concerning each activation.   Copies of these messages can 
be made available through proper channels.



Partnership in Crime Prevention: The Department of Public 
Safety recognizes the need for and strongly encourages “public 
involvement” in crime prevention within campus property areas 
and the surrounding community.  It is through the participation and 
involvement of each person on campus that the goal of “providing a 
safe and tranquil campus” can be achieved.
Each member of the “University Community” can assist the 
Department of Public Safety to maintain a safe environment by 
committing to a “partnership in Crime Prevention” and accepting a 
responsibility for practicing personal safety on a daily basis by not 
taking unnecessary risks, securing personal property, locking doors 
and securing facilities, and by the immediate reporting of crime and/
or suspicious activity.
Your personal commitment and active participation in Crime 
Prevention assures that WVSU/KVCTC continues to maintain a 
safe and tranquil environment conducive to learning, allowing each 
individual the opportunity to experience and achieve to his/her full 
potential, being worry-free to “carve” a place in WVSU/KVCTC’s 
“living laboratory of human relations.”

Partnership in Crime 
Prevention

Immediately report illicit and suspicious 
activity to the 

Department of Public Safety

304-766-3353                 
304-766-3181




