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Position Title: Postdoctoral Research Associate 

Department: Biology, Agricultural and Environmental Research Station (AERS), West Virginia State University.

Physical Location: West Virginia State University campus, Institute, and/or South Charleston Technology Park, South Charleston, West Virginia. 

Reports To: WVSU Energy and Environmental Science Institute, 

FLSA Status: Exempt
 Position Summary: The Department of Biology and Agricultural Environmental Research Station at the West Virginia State University (WVSU) is looking for highly motivated candidate for a Postdoctoral Research Associate for WVSU Energy and Environmental Science Institute to study seed storage compound metabolism in plants. The specific focus of the project is to understand the mechanisms of lipid metabolism, regulation and storage in photosynthetic organisms. The project involves biochemical characterization of surface, membrane and neutral lipid metabolic pathway, generation of transgenic/ mutants impaired in lipid accumulation in seed and vegetative tissues, quantification of different lipids (membrane lipids and triglycerides), other metabolites, transcriptomic and proteomic analysis of transgenic/ mutants in response to different environmental stresses. The successful candidate must have a Ph.D. in a relevant discipline, experience in analytical biochemistry, particularly lipid identification and quantification, molecular biology and related fields and record of publications. Experience in working with plants and green algae is desired. The research associate is expected to be creative and independent and also work as a team and oversee routine lab management and maintenance tasks. The position involves collaboration with internal and external collaborators. 
Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities: Knowledge in Plant Lipid Metabolism, Plant Stress Physiology and Bioenergy are necessary. Skills in Analytical Lipid and Protein Biochemistry and Molecular Biology are preferred. Ideal candidate is expected to be independent, communicative (written and oral) and demonstrate leadership. 

Minimum Qualifications: Ph.D. in Plant Biology/biochemistry or relevant discipline. 

Preferred Qualifications: Experience in plant lipid metabolism, analytical biochemistry, bioenergy research and a strong publication record. 
Please send cover letter, resume, unofficial copy of Ph.D. degree certificate and recent letters of recommendation from three professional references with contact information to:
Search Committee, West Virginia State University Research and Development Corporation, PO Box 1000, 204 ACEOP Administration Building, Institute, WV 25112 
PREFERRED: Information accepted as e-mailed in Word or PDF format to rdemployment@wvstateu.edu  
Closing Date: October 31, 2018
Before an offer of employment is made, a pre-employment background investigation will be completed, which may include a criminal background check, educational, DMV and prior employment.
WV State University Research and Development Corporation is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer and does not discriminate against any person because of race, sex, age, color, religion, national origin or disabilities. 
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